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Africa. Large, diverse, complex. 

A continent full of potential. It abounds with natural resources. It has over twice 

the population of the European Union and is seven times larger. It has the world’s 

most youthful population, and its economy is growing fast. 
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Africa is changing. Deeply and fast. 

Countries evolve at different pace and on different trajectories. Population 

increases but wealth doesn’t always follow. Development poses many challenges... 

but also brings opportunities. 
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A new world order is shaping.  

African actors are increasingly present on the international stage. For Europe, 

Africa is a key geopolitical partner. Together, we are building a renewed strategic 

relationship, moving away from a donor-recipient paradigm and sharing 

responsibilities and benefits. 

 

 

 

"Africa is the European Union's natural partner and neighbour. Together we can build a more 

prosperous, more peaceful and more sustainable future for all."  

Ursula von der Leyen, President the European Commission, March 2020. 
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Making sense of complex issues, identifying trends and shaping the future is 

challenging!  

The people who make policies, set priorities, and implement decisions need 

updated knowledge to address the development challenges important for both 

Africa and Europe.  

This knowledge exists but is fragmented and hardly accessible. 

 

What if it was all in one place? 

One website gathering data and information on Africa's social, economic, 

territorial, and environmental development. 
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Easy to use, highly visual and interactive, the  Africa Knowledge Platform  is the new single entry 

point to knowledge on Africa produced and curated by the Joint Research Centre (JRC), the 

European Commission's Science and knowledge service. It complements specialist platforms 

and tools already available, making them easier to find. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://africa-knowledge-platform.ec.europa.eu/
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DATASETS 

 

You want to know where are the last undisturbed tropical moist forests in West Africa, and 

whether they are protected? 

The platform gives you access to a collection of datasets on more than 30 interconnected topics, 

from continent to country level. 

You can search, visualise, and overlay them on the map. 
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TOOLS 

Maybe you’re looking for information about electricity access in rural Senegal? And where best 

to invest in renewable energy? 

Interactive tools allow users to explore selected topics in a tailored and detailed way. 
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STORIES 

Can we monitor gold mining in the Republic of Congo using satellite imagery? Do 

you know about the impacts of COVID-19 on money flows to Africa? 

Stories are here to illustrate how scientific research supports political decisions 

and raises awareness about important issues. 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

PARTNERS 

Are you looking for a scientific partner in Morocco? 

The main African partners of the JRC are listed for users to identify opportunities for 

collaboration. 

 

 

Visit the  Africa Knowledge Platform . 
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With this one-stop shop on Africa knowledge, our ambition is to help build the 

knowledge backbone of the EU Strategy with Africa, in line with the development 

agendas. 

Our hope is to inspire our African partners and help shape a sustainable path for 

Africa’s future. 
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https://africa-knowledge-platform.ec.europa.eu/ 
 
 
 
This document has been originated from a StoryMap compiled in the context the 
European Commission’s Africa Knowledge Platform.https://africa-knowledge-
platform.ec.europa.eu/ 
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